Reading Your Holy Bible

[image: image1.jpg]


Reading tips on your Bible:

· Before you start, PRAY that God will speak to you.

“Your word is a lamp to guide me and a light for my path.”




Psalms 119:105

· Read a short section carefully.

Ask the following questions:

· Why was it written?

· What did it say to the original readers?

· What does it say to me?

· Think and meditate about the meaning of your reading.

· Decide how to put into practice what we have learned.

Most of us started reading the Bible with full of enthusiasm. Begun with Genesis 1, the story of the creation, started to flag by Exodus, and somehow got lost without a trace somewhere in Leviticus. That is, if we get this far!

Everyone is different and there are no rules about how the Bible should be read. Some like to read little each time or some might like to read the whole book to get the over-all idea of a passage. Some prefer to read alone while some like to read in a big group like Sunday school or some prefer a smaller group with their friend or relatives. None of these matter; as long as we believe that the Bible is God’s own story. If we want to know who God is, what he is like and what he has done, then we need to read the Bible.

We must first decide on what we would like to read. If we want to find out about Jesus, we can start with the shortest Gospel, the Gospel according to Mark. Or if we want to read about the story of the first Christians then we can read Acts. To read about stories in the Old Testament, we can find some of the more famous stories in Genesis. Read the stories of Moses in Exodus and David in 1 & 2 Samuel. For prayers and songs of praises, we can try Psalms. Or we can try the letters found in the New Testament. We can try Paul’s closely argued letter to the Romans or one of the more personal letters in Philippians.


Exercise for the Mind

1. What New Testament writer ate a book and found it sweet as honey but gave him indigestion?




(Revelation 10: 9-10)
2. According to Revelation, who will open the book with seven seals?

(Revelation 5: 5)

Myths about the Bible

1) The Bible is written in weird language

Solution: 
Buy and get a modern translation of the Bible.

2) Only the experts can understand the Bible

Solution: 
Despite the puzzling parts, the vast majority of the Bible is really very straightforward where the meaning is plain and clear and where we can put it into action.

3) The Bible takes too much time to read

Solution: 
Time is always a problem, but if this activity is worthwhile, we can make the time for it. The most important thing is that we take some time to read the Bible and think about it.

4) The Bible is boring

Solution: 
If you find a passage that you consider dull, simply move on. There is something exciting just around the corner.

5) The Bible is too big

Solution: 
The Bible contains a lot of writing. It took 1,000 years to compile. Most importantly, the Bible is about life, death and everything in between.

6) The Bible is irrelevant

Solution:
IT IS ABOUT YOU AND ME



IT IS HISTORICALLY IMPORTANT



IT ADDRESSES THE BIG QUESTIONS AND



IT IS THE WORD OF GOD

Prayer Guide

1) U.S. Presidency

Let us pray that God will guide our President to not only promote freedom and democracy but to also promote the words of God to all corners of the world.

2) Senior Citizens

As we approach our winter season, let us continue to pray for their health.


Come join our Sunday Worship Service


in English or Taiwanese


When:	10:45 a.m. every Sunday


Where:  FUPC at 1740 Sloat Blvd. San Francisco, CA
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