Baptism
The angel Gabriel announced the coming birth of a child to a priest named Zacharias and his wife, Elizabeth. The angel predicted that John (the Baptist) would be filled with the Holy Spirit and that he would “go before Him (the Lord) in the spirit and power of Elijah” (Luke 1:17). This was most significant because the prophet Malachi had foretold that Elijah would return before God’s anointed Savior appeared.
John, the Baptist, was a relative of Jesus Christ, born some three months before our Lord. As an adult, John lived in the wilderness, dressed in animal hides and ate what he could scavenge from the land (Matthew 3:4). John’s preaching was blunt and confrontational. While the religious people scoffed at John, he was popular with common people. His ministry had two main themes:
· the promised Messiah was about to appear and
· his followers must repent and change their ways to be ready for the Messiah.

At the start of Jesus’s ministry, he comes to John, not because he needs to repent but because it is a demonstration to others of what they ought to do and an announcement of the arrival of the Messiah. When Jesus asked to be baptized, John objected (Matthew 3: 13-15). But Jesus insisted, and so John baptized our Lord.
During the baptism, John saw he Holy Spirit descend on Jesus in the form of a dove and heard God’s voice announcing Christ as His beloved Son (John 1: 11). Jesus’s baptism brings together an appearance of the Trinity – the Father speaking from heaven, the Holy Spirit descending on the Son.
BAPTISM
Baptism is a ritual whereby those who wish to repent are symbolically “washed” in water. Jesus was baptized by John and he also baptized others (John 3: 22). He told his disciples to go into the world and “baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit (Matthew 28: 19). 
Baptism isn’t found anywhere in the Old Testament, although certain Old Testament events are held to be symbolized by the act, such as the crossing of the reed sea and the way that Noah passed through the waters.

Baptism, as portrayed in the New Testament is a symbolic and powerful act. Baptism was primarily a sign of repentance and cleansing – an indication that the person’s sins had been washed away. As it was a public event – taking place in the rivers and lakes – it was also a public sign of commitment. It also had a symbolic function: the act of going under the water and coming up again was seen as echoing Jesus’ death and resurrection (Romans 6: 3-5). Baptism was a sign that the believer’s old life was dead and buried – now there was new life in Christ.

For all these reasons, baptism remains a vital part of the church’s ritual today. Today it is still a sign of repentance, of commitment and a new life in Christ.
Read: Romans 6: 1-4

1. What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 

2. By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 

3. Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 

4. We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.
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John 14:6





Baptism symbolizes burial with Jesus Christ signifying that sin no longer has a hold on us. The ordinance of Christian baptism portrays in which the old order of a death-controlled life comes to an end and the new order of a Christ-controlled lie begins. When a Christian has been symbolically raised up from the dead, even as Christ was physically, the purpose of his resurrection is that a Christian should walk in newness of life. This public display is made of the grace of God. Therefore we enter into His life and become part of Him spiritually, yielding to Him our desires, our wishes, ourselves.
Then Jesus came to the eleven disciples in a mountain in Galilee and said to them -



(Matthew 28: 18-20)
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." 
Prayer Guide

1) U.S. Troops

Let us continue to pray that God will give strength and justification to the military activities in Iraq and Afghanistan. Let us also pray for God’s comfort to the families that suffered a significant loss in this war effort.

2) New Christians
Let us pray and support new Christians in Islamic countries (specially in Iraq) who are persecuted because of their belief in Jesus Christ. 
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