The Fall of Man

from Genesis 2 and 3
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God creates the heaven and the earth. He creates a world that is good. He creates men and women. They are given a garden to inhabit and only one rule to obey. However, they give in to temptation and choose to turn away from God. They are exiled from the garden. Sin and evil pollute God’s creation.

Humanity starts to spread throughout the earth, and with it’s spread comes the spread of evil. Adam and Eve’s eldest son kills his brother. Eventually God decides to wipe out all of humanity and start again. In this midst stands Noah, who is a good man and he and his family are saved from the flood. Noah is given the task of repopulating the earth. God vows never to destroy humanity again. 

How sin came into the world?

The answer is plain: it came through the choice of humankind – which is the root of disobedience. Adam and Eve are given only one rule: there is one tree, the frit of which they must not touch – the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

Knowledge of good and evil here cannot mean knowing right or wrong. Adam must already have known that when God spoke to him. If he did not know right from wrong, then he would not have known enough to take any notice of God’s commands. It is more a matter of who was to be in charge.

The question here is: who makes the rules? God was asserting his position as the one authority – his right as the creator and to make rules. By choosing to disobey God, Adam and Eve challenged that right. They chose their own path – a path that led them out of paradise and into a harsher world. 

The serpent or the tempter is not like the other creatures. What is he? Some argue that the serpent is a metaphor for man’s own desire and pride. In that sense, Eve is listening to her own doubt. The traditional view, however, is that the serpent is Satan – the “tempter” who tempts humanity to disobedience.

DOUBT + ACTION + GUILT = SEPARATION from God
Doubt - means to question the truth of God’s words. This is the fundamental truth of sin: it is a rebellion against the goodness of God, a belief that we know best, that we are the only ones who matter.

Genesis 3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?"

The serpent tempted Eve by getting her to doubt God’s goodness. The serpent made Eve forget all that God had given her and instead focus on the one thing she couldn’t have. We fall into trouble, too, when we dwell on the few things that we don’t have rather than on the countless things God has given us. Do not let your doubts lead you into sin. 

Action - acting on doubt leads to action against the goodness of God. Although Adam and Eve later blame each other’s, ultimately they are each responsible for their own action.

Genesis 3:6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.

Guidelines for resisting actions based on doubts:

1). Pray to God earnestly for strength and to help you stay away from people, places, and situations that may cause you to doubt the goodness of God.

2). Memorize and meditate on portions of the Scripture that combat your specific doubt.

3). Find another believer with whom you can openly share your doubts.

Guilt - is a warning signal from God to make you aware of your sin 

Genesis 3:7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.

Notice what Eve did: she looked, she took, she ate, and she gave. The battle is often lost at the first look. 

Separation - usually means in the Bible as “difference” rather than “distance” 

Genesis 3: 23-24  So the LORD God banished him (Adam) from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken. 24 After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life.

Adam and Eve chose their course of action (disobedience) and then God chose his. As a holy God, he could not allow sin to go unchecked; he had t punish it. Man knew good, but they were unable to do it; man knew evil, but they were unable to resist it.
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