Enoch




from Genesis 5: 21-24
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21 When Enoch had lived 65 years, he became the father of Methuselah.

22 And after he became the father of Methuselah, Enoch walked with God 300 years and had other sons and daughters. 

23 Altogether, Enoch lived 365 years. 

24 Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, because God took him away. 

We don’t know a lot about Enoch (meaning “initiated”). He lived long before the Genesis Flood, and all that Scripture tells us about him is that “Enoch walked with God three hundred years,” and that “he was not, for God took him”.

The Jewish sages had an inventive interpretation of “God took him.” They suggested simply that Enoch died. “God took him” because he lived in an evil time, and so the Lord caused his death before Enoch could turn to sin. Most Christian commentators believe that “God took him” indicates that Enoch, like Elijah, was snatched up into glory without passing through death.

What is more fascinating about Enoch is that at age sixty-five and he begat a son, something happened to turn Enoch to the Lord after. For the next three hundred years, Enoch faithful continued to walk with God. During these earlier years Enoch had loved and feared God and had kept His commandments. After the birth of his first son, Enoch reached a higher experience; he was drawn into a closer relationship with God. He realized more fully his own obligations and responsibility as a son of God. And as he saw the child's love for its father, its simple trust in his protection; as he felt the deep, yearning tenderness of his own heart for that first-born son, he learned a precious lesson of the wonderful love of God. 

Distressed by the increasing wickedness of the ungodly, and fearing that their infidelity might lessen his reverence for God, Enoch avoided constant association with them, and spent much time in solitude, giving himself to meditation and prayer. Thus he waited before the Lord, seeking a clearer knowledge of His will, that he might perform it. To him prayer was as the breath of the soul; he lived in the very atmosphere of heaven. 

"Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God." Matthew 5:8. For three hundred years Enoch had been seeking purity of soul, that he might be in harmony with God. For three centuries he had walked with God. Day by day he had longed for a closer union; nearer and nearer had grown the communion, until God took him to Himself. He had stood at the threshold of the eternal world, only a step between him and the land of the blest; and now the portals opened, the walk with God, so long pursued on earth, continued, and he passed through the gates of the Holy City--the first from among men to enter there. 

By faith Enoch "was translated that he should not see death; . . . for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God." Hebrews 11:5. In the midst of a world by its iniquity doomed to destruction, Enoch lived a life of such close communion with God that he was not permitted to fall under the power of death. The godly character of this prophet represents the state of holiness which must be attained by those who shall be "redeemed from the earth" (Revelation 14:3) at the time of Christ's second advent. And without faith, it is impossible to please God, for whoever would approach Him must believe that He exists and that He rewards those who seek Him.
This is what makes Enoch a hero: not that God took him, but that for three hundred years Enoch lived in a corrupt society and remained faithful to the Lord. Enoch walked with God for centuries. How challenging for us! Our life span is much shorter than Enoch’s, and in Christ, we know God better and even have the support of our borthers and sisters in the Lord. In our few short years, let’s emulate Enoch and walk with God.

As Enoch was translated to heaven before the destruction of the world by water, so the living righteous will be translated from the earth before its destruction by fire. Says the apostle: "We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump." "For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the Archangel, and with the trump of God;" "the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed." "The dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words." 1 Corinthians 15:51, 52; 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18.

Hebrew 11: 5

By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he could not be found, because God had taken him away. For before he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased God.

The same Hebrew word is used for the translation of Elijah (II Lings 2: 3-5) . In other words, he went directly to heaven without dying. His bodily translation into heaven was a sign that, ultimately, reconciliation with God includes victory over death.

Jude 14-14 

Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men: "See, the Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones to judge everyone, and to convict all the ungodly of all the ungodly acts they have done in the ungodly way, and of all the harsh words ungodly sinners have spoken against him."

The content of his message was very pointed and powerful in his condemnation of evil. It is quite likely that Enoch was severely persecuted as he walked with God. 
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