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A covenant is a biblical term for a legally binding agreement, a legal contract. It is used primarily in the Bible for the agreement or the promise that God has made to his own people. So important is this term that it was used to describe the two sections of the Bible. Testamentum is the Latin word for covenant, so the two parts of the Bible, Old and New Testaments, are really the stories of the Old and New covenants.
OLD TESTAMENT COVENANT  
Noah –
In Genesis 6:18 - After the flood, God makes a promise to Noah never to destroy the human race by flood again.
Abraham –
In Genesis 15: 9-21 and 17: 1-27 - After Abram (before God changed his name to Abraham) rescued his nephew, Lot, from the four kings (Genesis 14), God tells him that he will make a great nation out of his descendants. The agreement between God and Abraham is sealed by circumcision.

Moses –
In Exodus 19-24 - After God saves the Israelites from Egypt he declares that they are now his people and he is their God. This covenant calls for the Israelites to be “holy as I am holy.” To enable them to do this, God gives them the Law (the Ten Commandments), written on two tablets of stone. These stones are kept in a special box called “the ark of the covenant”.
These Old Testament covenants usually take the form of legal agreements and treaties of the time. The parts to a covenant consist of:
· a preamble naming the author 
· a historical setting showing the relationship between the two parties
· a declaration of the mutual responsibilities of the parties
· details of when the covenant should be read out and
· a list of the consequences should the covenant be broken.

NEW TESTAMENT COVENANTS
Humankind never kept their part of the bargain. They worshipped false gods and failed to keep the Law. Through the later prophets, God began to show that he would therefore make a new agreement, one that would not be expressed through external aspects like sacrifices and circumcision, but that would be an attitude of heart and mind (Jeremiah 31: 31-34).
This new covenant was fulfilled by Jesus, who established it at the last supper (Mark 14: 24) and whose death sealed the agreement (Hebrew 8: 8-13). The new covenant means that anyone from anyone from any nation who has faith in Jesus will be saved.

God’s Covenant Promises to Abraham Fulfilled

Bible Reading:
Genesis 12:1-3
1 The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you. 

2 "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; 

I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 

3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; 

and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you."
GOD HAS OR WILL FULFILL HIS ANCIENT PROMISES
THE PROMISE STATED
            THE PROMISED FULFILLED
…….make you a great nation
…….bless you

…….make your name great

…….you shall be a blessing

…….bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you

…….in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed

…….and to your descendants I will give this land.

Both Jews and Arabs have descended from Abraham.

Throughout Abraham’s life God protected and cared for him.
Islam, Judaism and Christianity – three world religions revere Abraham as the founder of their faith.
Abraham’s faith-response to God revealed the key to personal relationship with God.

Ancient and modern history shows that nations that have persecuted the Jewish people have paid a terrible price.

Both the Scriptures and the Savior have been given to humanity through Abraham’s descendants.
The promise was partially fulfilled in Israel’s history, and according to Bible prophecy will be entirely fulfilled at history’s end.
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