Gospel of John

from John, the Apostle of Love
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There are four Gospels in the New Testament of the Bible. The book of Matthew presented Jesus as the King, the book of Mark as a servant, the book of Luke as the Son of Man, and the book of John as the Son of God. 

The author of the Gospel of John was John the disciple, “son of thunder”, “the disciple whom Jesus loved” and a fisherman. His father was Zebedee, a fisherman and his mother was Salome and his brother was James. He wrote five books in the New Testament of the Bible; the Gospel of John (so that we may believe), The Epistle of John - Ist, 2nd & 3rd (so that we may be sure), Revelation (so that we can be ready).

John may have been about twenty-five years of age when Jesus called him. John was banished to Patmos, but afterward he returned to Ephesus and became pastor of that church. It was said that during his older age they would carry him to the church to preach and all he would say is “little children love one another” that was his entire message. John had mellowed down over the years and it was shown in his Epistles with a message of love. He died of natural death which shows that Christians can also die without martyrdom.  

The book of John was written somewhere between A.D. 80 and 100. It portrays Jesus as the Son of God written to all who will believe, with the purpose of leading people to Christ (John 20:31). John wrote to prove that Jesus was the Christ, the promised Messiah (for the Jews), and the Son of God (for the Gentiles), and to lead believers into a life of divine friendship with Him.
Famous Passages in the Gospel of John:

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life” – John 3:16

The depth of this passage can never be ignored as God himself sacrifice the beauty of His Son for our ugliness. Since God loved us first before we loved Him we should give honor and glory to Him that in the light of that we may find fulfillment, satisfaction and comfort in Him. You may have relationship, financial or health problems but always remember that Jesus died for us so that we may have eternal life. 
“I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me” – John 14:6

This is to affirm that there is no other way to God except through a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. So, pray that you will walk with Him, tell the truth about Him and have a quality of life in Him. 

“If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” – John 8:31-32

The Bible is just not for information but it is about transformation. It cleanses you and changes you. Sometimes it will afflict the comfortable and comfort the afflicted. Praying for understanding of the Bible is very important as it is the Holy Spirit who reveals the truth to us. 

LIFE TOPICS       (John 15:1-8)

There was once a carpenter who wanted to retire and enjoy life so, he told his boss that he quit. His boss wasn’t excited about that but he said “As a personal favor to me can you build me one more house ?” he agreed but wasn’t happy about it. So, he build the house but his heart wasn’t in it. He did a lousy job and uses cheap materials. When he finished the house his boss came to him with the key to the front door and said “The house is yours as a personal gift from me for all the hard work you put in over the years”. Well, if the carpenter only knew he was building his own house he would build it quite differently. 

This chapter and verse is Jesus last instructions to His disciples. They will never see each other again before the cross. And he emphasizes on three keywords; Abide, Prune and Fruit. So, build your life with these three keywords and apply the following: Maintain your connection with Jesus (Abide); Allow for correction (Prune); Aim at production (Fruit).
Highlights in the Gospel of John
Seven Witnesses - 

 “This is the Son of God” (1:34);“You are the Son of God” (1:49); “You are the Holy One of God” (6:69);“You are the Christ, the Son of God” (11:27);“My Lord and my God” (20:28);“Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God” (20:31);“I am the God’s Son” (10:36)

Seven Miracles - 

Turning water into wine (2:1-11);Healing the nobleman’s son (4:46-54);Healing the man at Bethesda (5:1-47);Feeding the 5000 (6:1-14);Walking on the water (6:15-21);Healing the blind man (9:1-41);Rising of Lazarus (11:1-57).

Seven “I AM’s” -
 “I AM the bread of life” (6:35);“I AM the light of the world (8:12);“Before Abraham was born, I AM (8:58);“I AM the good shepherd” (10:11);“I AM the resurrection and the life” (11:25);“I AM the way and the truth and the life” (14:6);“I AM the true vine” (15:1)
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