Living Hope

from Peter, the Apostle of Hope
I Peter 1: 6-10
6   In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, 
7   so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 
8   and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 
9   obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls. 
10  As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you made careful searches and inquiries, 
11  seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow. 
12  It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven--things into which angels long to look.
The First Epistle of Peter is addressed to believers among the dispersed land of Israel found in those provinces of Asia Minor and is founded on the doctrine of the heavenly calling.
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Christians are people of hope. As Christians go through hard trials, they remember that their ultimate destination is heaven. Just like gold is made purer by burning away the impurities, trials and sufferings can “refine” Christian’s faith. 

The results of these trials will lead into praise, honor, and glory at the second coming of Jesus Christ. The afflictions are designed for the trial of their Christian’s faith. God’s design in afflicting his people is their probation, not their destruction; their advantage, not their ruin. A trial, as the word signifies, is an experiment or search made upon a man, by some affliction, to prove the value and strength of his faith. Our Christianity depends upon our faith.

A tried faith is much more precious than tried gold. Gold is the most valuable, pure, useful, and durable, of all the metals; so is faith among the Christian virtues; it lasts till it brings the soul to heaven. Our living hope through Jesus Christ is that the trials will soon be over, but the glory, honor, and praise will last to eternity. This should reconcile us to our present afflictions, a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory awaits us in heaven.
Old Testament prophets were given the message about Jesus Christ, but they did not understand the message that they were talking about. Their messages, although spoken hundred of years before, really serve a later generation by witnessing the truth of Jesus Christ (10-12).

What are the sources of a Christian’s hope?

Bible Reading:
Romans 5:1-11

Memory Verse:
Romans 5:1-2

1  Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
2   through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God.
Hope comes from remembering all that God has done for us. 

Hope grows as we learn all that God has in mind for us. The same hope gives us the promise of the future.

Hope grows as we depend on God during difficult times.

For the early Christians, suffering was the rule rather than the exception. Most Christians rejoice in suffering not because they like pain or deny its tragedy, but rather because they know that God is using life’s difficulties and trials to build their character. Their sufferings will develop their perseverance – which in turn will strengthen their character, deepen their trust in God and give them greater confidence about the future.  

THE MIRACLES OF HEALING

Read: Mark 5: 21-43

Jairus’s crisis made him feel confused, afraid and without hope. Jesus’s words to Jairus in the midst of the crisis speak to us as well. “Don’t be afraid. Just trust me.” In Jesus’s mind, there was both hope and promise. The next time you feel hopeless and afraid, look at your problem from Jesus’s point of view. He is the source of all hope and promise.

 Questionable Questions

1. According to Matthew’s account, Judas committed suicide by hanging himself. According to Acts, how did Judas die?  

(Acts 1:18)
2. What king of Israel, who reigned for only seven days, killed himself by burning down the palace with himself inside? 

(I Kings 16:18)
3. What tree’s leaves were used to cover the naked Adam & Eve? 
(Genesis 3:7)

4. Eutychus, who died after falling out of a window during a sermon, was raised from the dead by whom? 



(Acts 20:9-10)
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