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Books of the Bible

The Old Testament has 39 books.

	The Book of the Law

	Genesis
	To explain where we all came from and why we are all here.

	Exodus
	To show how God rescued his people from slavery in Egypt.

	Leviticus
	Provides the rules for the Israelites that were intended to keep them holy.

	Numbers
	The tale of how Israel came to the Promised Land eventually.

	Deutronomy
	To remind Israel of all that god has done for them.

	Old Testament History

	Joshua
	History of the Israelite’s conquest of the Promised land.

	Judges
	Violent early years in the Promised land: a depiction of a society without God.

	Ruth
	A story showing dutiful love and friendship.

	I Samuel
	History of Israel’s first king, Saul, and the rise of its second, David.

	II Samuel
	History of the reign of King David-his God-given successes and human failings.

	I Kings
	History of the kings of Israel and Judah.

	II Kings
	Continuation of I Kings.

	I Chronicles
	A reminder to Israel of their purpose and glory days.

	II Chronicles
	Continuation of I Chronicles.

	Ezra
	History of the return from exile and the rebuilding of Jerusalem.

	Nehemiah
	Account of Nehemiah’s return to Jerusalem and the rebuilding of the walls.

	Esther
	To show how God rescues his people-even when unaware of his presence.

	Poetry & Wisdom

	Job
	The book is concerned with one fundamental question: why do innocent people suffer?

	Psalms
	Collection of songs that reflect the whole range of emotions of those who follow God?

	Proverbs
	Collection of sayings offering advice on all aspects of life.

	Ecclesiastes
	A dark reflection on the apparent futility of existence.

	Song of Songs
	A celebration of love and sex.

	The Prophets

	Isaiah
	To show how God would punish his people – and rescue them.

	Jeremiah
	A record of his prophecies.

	Lamentations
	A poem lamenting the capture of Jerusalem by the Babylonians.

	Ezekiel
	To warn those in Jerusalem of what will happen to them and of God’s forgiveness.

	Daniel
	To show how God remained with his people during their captivity in Babylon.

	Hosea
	To show how God loves his people – despite their unfaithfulness.

	Joel
	Helping Judah to understand why they have suffered a natural disaster.

	Amos
	Urging Israel’s leaders to pay attention to the needs of the poor and to act with justice.

	Obadiah
	A prediction of the destruction of Edom.

	Jonah
	To show how God’s message could even reach Israel’s worst enemies.

	Micah
	Prophecy condemning sin and injustice and calling for judgment.

	Nahum
	To show how God would punish the evil Assyrians.

	Habakkuk
	Why does God allow bad things to happen to his people?

	Zephaniah
	To warn Judah of the coming judgment of the Lord.

	Haggai
	To inspire people returning from exile to continue rebuilding the temple in Jerusalem

	Zechariah
	A vision of the far future of Israel.

	Malachi
	To remind people of their purpose in God’s plan.


The New Testament has 27 books.
	The Gospels

	Matthew
	Explain the life and work of Jesus to mainly Jewish audience.

	Mark
	Telling the story of Jesus to a predominantly Roman audience.

	Luke
	Put together a detailed, well-researched account of Jesus’s life.

	John
	Explore not only what Jesus said and did, but who he really was and its meanings.

	History of the Church

	Acts
	History of the spread of Christianity and the coming of the Holy Spirit.

	The Letters and Epistles

	Romans
	To explain the gospel.

	I Corinthians
	To challenge the behavior of the Corinthian church.

	II Corinthians
	To encourage the church to deal with troublemakers.

	Galatians
	To combat the ideas of those who thought that Christians still had to be circumcised.

	Ephesians
	To show how God’s love should bring unity to those who follow him

	Philippians
	Thanking the church and urging them to keep going.

	Colossians
	The church is being influenced by false ideas and practices. 

	I Thessalonians
	To encourage new converts to Christianity and explain a few key issues.

	II Thessalonians
	To encourage the Thessalonians church to keep going.

	I Timothy
	Instructions on various aspects of church life and teachings.

	II Timothy
	To ask for Timothy’s help and to encourage him to be strong in the faith.

	Titus
	Instructing Titus for his role in overseeing the church in Crete.

	Philemon
	A plea on behalf of a runaway slave.

	Hebrews
	To show that Jesus is the true fulfillment of the Old Testament history.

	James
	To urge Christians to put their faith into action.

	I Peter
	To encourage and strengthen Christians in the face of suffering. 

	II Peter
	To urge Christians to live lives that please God.

	I John
	To combat false teaching and call for pure lives.

	II John
	To challenge false teaching.

	III John
	Continuation of II John.

	Jude
	Defending the faith and challenging false teaching.

	Prophecy

	Revelation
	To record a vision of the end of times and to encourage certain churches.


Languages of the Bible

Hebrew – the language of the descendants of Abraham. Most of the Old Testament books were written in the Hebrew language. The Hebrew alphabet has twenty-two (22) letters with no vowels. The manuscripts are read from right to left.

Aramaic – was the official language of the Persian Empire. Aramaic was the ordinary language of Palestine and Jesus would have spoken it. It is closely related to Hebrew and part of the book of Daniel were written in Aramaic. 

Greek – was the language widely used in the eastern part of the Roman Empire. The New Testament was written in common Greek.





Come join our Sunday Worship Service


in English or Taiwanese


When:	10:45 am every Sunday


Where:  FUPC at 1740 Sloat Blvd. San Francisco, CA
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