
The Ten Commandments

as found in Exodus 20: 1-17

[image: image1.jpg]


The LORD came down on Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain; and the LORD called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up. And God spoke all these words: 

"I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 

1."You shall have no other gods before me."

No god, either real or imagined, is to take the place of the one true GOD. Not Zeus or Baal or Dagon from the ancient world, not money, success or sex from our modern world. Nothing should replace God in our worship.

2. "You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing love to a thousand {generations} of those who love me and keep my commandments."

An idol is not merely an image – it is something that is worshiped in and of itself. The ancient world did not just make statues of their gods, they worshiped the statues. Some people use this verse to argue that any representation of God is therefore wrong, but the key issue here is not representation but worship. Images can point us to God, can tell us things about God, can help us understand God better. But they have no power in themselves. The representation is not the reality.

3. "You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name."

God’s name is holy and we should use it carefully. Nowadays we tend to take this as meaning we should not use it as any kind of swearword – to do so cheapens the name. But it also means we should not swear falsely on it in court or use it like some kind of cheap magic formula. God demands to be taken seriously.

4. "Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates. For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy."

The Sabbath was given for two reasons: rest and reflection. It is not right that people should work all the hours there are. In today’s 24/7 culture, overworking is seen as a badge of honor. It’s not. It’s against God’s rules. But the Sabbath is not just about rest, but also about worship. It’s about spending time with God, making sure that there is time in the week for him, keeping your priorities set on God and not on work and the world around you.

5. "Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you."

The word translated “honor” actually means “respect”. “prize highly,” “care about.” We may not like it, but we owe our parents. So does this mean that we should “honor” those who abuse their children? Should the children of all the evil men in the Bible “honor” their fathers? Quite obviously not: this code is about preserving a stable social structure and family life.

6. "You shall not murder."

The word here usually refers to a deliberate and premeditated act.

7. "You shall not commit adultery."

A commandment that is centered on preserving the sanctity of the social structure. Adultery is a sin against God as well as the marriage partner.

8. "You shall not steal."

This command forbids us to rob ourselves by way of sinful spending and to rob others simply by taking his possessions either forcibly or clandestinely. In today’s culture, stealing includes over-reaching in bargains, not restoring what is borrowed or found, withholding just debts, rents, or wages, and (which is worst of all) to rob that which is dedicated to the service of religion. The ninth commandment concerns our own and our neighbour’s good name.

9. "You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor."

The text actually has “Don’t lie about your neighbor,” but since Christ pointed out that everyone is our neighbor, it doesn’t make much difference.

10. " You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor."

To covet means to desire in a bad way. It’s not necessarily bad to look at what people own and wish to have it. It is more the evil desire of possession, the lust to own. Often covetousness leads to breaking the other commandments – the desire to possess can lead a person to lie or steal or murder. But even if it doesn’t, God makes clear that the inward desire is as bad as the outward act – a fact Jesus reinforces in (Matthew 5: 21-30).

(Mark 12: 28-31)

Then one of the scribes asked Jesus, "What commandment is the foremost of all?" 

Jesus answered, "The foremost is, 'Hear, O Israel! The Lord Our God Is One Lord; 
and 
YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.' 
"The Second Is This, 

'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.' 
There is no other commandment greater than these."
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