Chronology of the Bible
OLD TESTAMENT

	
PREHISTORY
	THE BEGINNINGS: EVENTS IN PREHISTORY

Creation

Adam and Eve (Garden in Eden)

Cain and Abel are born to Adam
Noah, the Ark and the Flood

The Tower of Babel

	2000 B.C.
	THE ANCESTORS OF THE ISRAELITES

Abraham

Isaac is born to Abraham

Jacob and Esau (twins) are born to Isaac

Jacob has twelve (12) sons who became the ancestors of the twelve tribe of Israel. The most prominent is Joseph, who becomes the adviser to the Pharaoh in Egypt.



	1800 B.C.
	THE ISRAELITES IN EGYPT

The descendants of Jacob are enslaved in Egypt.



	1400 B.C.
	THE EXODUS

Moses leads the Israelites out of Egypt.

The Israelites wander in the wilderness. During this time Moses receives the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai.

Joshua leads the first stage of the invasion of Canaan


	1200 B.C.
	THE JUDGES

Israel remains a loose confederation of tribes, and leadership is exercised by heroic figures known as Judges.

Deborah

Gideons

Samson




The book of Genesis describes the creation of the universe. It is created in a set pattern and order. The first four days prepare the place – the universe, the land, the seas, and the energy source. The last two days of creation populate the place with animals, birds, fish and, of course, humans.
	CREATION

	Day
	Event
	Verse

	1
	Light (Day and Night)
	Genesis 1: 3-5

	2
	Sky
	Genesis 1: 6-8

	3
	Water and Land
	Genesis 1: 9-13

	4
	Sun, Moon, Stars, etc.
	Genesis 1: 14-19

	5
	Fish and Birds
	Genesis 1: 20-23

	6
	Animals and Humans
	Genesis 1: 24-31

	7
	God Rested
	Genesis 2: 2-3


Note: The word used for “day” has several meanings in the Old Testament. Also Psalms 90: 4 indicates that God’s time is different from ours – a thousand years to him is like a day. 
The Creation story teaches us:

· First, we learn about God -
1. He is creative.

2. As the Creator he is distinct from his creation.

3. He is eternal.

4. He is in control of the world.

· We learn about ourselves -
1. Since God chose to create us, we are valuable in his eyes.

2. We are more important than the animals.

3. We are the only creation created in his own image.

4. We were given life through God’s life-giving breath.
Got Answers?

1. What vine is mentioned in the Old Testament as bearing poisonous berries?            





            (Deuteronomy 32:32)
2. On what day of Creation did God make the plants? 

  (Genesis 1: 9-13)
3. What kind of wood was the ark of the covenant made of?             (Exodus 25:10)
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